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Floor Preparation:
The floor must be sound and dry prior to the installation of the carpet. Completely mechanically remove all wax, dirt, grease, paint, or old adhesives. DO NOT use solvents to clean the floor. DO NOT use oil based sweeping compound. Do not install over resin or silicate based curing compound. 

The floor should be flat to within 1/8” in 10 feet. Cracks, holes and depressions should be filled using a Portland based patching compound. Use leveling compound when required. 

Sweep and vacuum the floor. Smooth, nonporous floors should be damp mopped prior to installation. All dust must be removed to insure proper adhesion.

Stretch-in Installation

This method involves the installation of carpet under tension, utilizing tackstrip fastened at all walls and other vertical abutments around the perimeter of the area. A separate cushion shall be used.

Tackstrip 
Tackstrip should be a minimum of 1 inch (25 mm) wide and ¼ inch (6 mm) thick. Architectural strip with 3 rows of pins, or 2 rows of conventional strip, should be used in rooms exceeding 30 feet (9 m) in length or width. To prevent possible injury to building occupants, the pins on the tackstrip should not protrude through the carpet being installed.

Installation of tackstrip 
Tackstrip must be fastened securely around the perimeter of the area to be carpeted and at a distance of slightly less than the thickness of the selected carpet from all vertical abutments.

• Tackstrip shall be placed with the pins angled toward the vertical abutment.

• The distance between the tackstrip and vertical abutments should not exceed 

   3/8 inch (9 mm).

• Installation of tackstrip across door openings and/or sills should be avoided.

• Tackstrip should be cut to follow the contour of door casings and other

   irregularly shaped abutments.

• Carpet shall not be stapled to tackstrip.

• On radiant heated floors, do not drive nails or screws into conduit or tubing.

Separate cushion selection 
The cushion must be in accordance with the carpet manufacturer’s recommendations for the specific product being installed. Failure to follow carpet manufacturer’s recommendations for cushion may result in the voiding of warranties. These recommendations may differ, depending on the style and construction of specific carpet. The Carpet and Rug Institute and the Carpet Cushion Council recommend a maximum thickness of 7/16 inch (11mm) for carpet cushion for residential applications, but in no case should thickness exceed ½ inch (13mm).

Installation of separate cushion 
Carpet cushion should be installed in the longest continuous lengths possible, with the seams placed at right angles to the carpet seams or at least 6 inches (150 mm) to one side. Cushion shall be trimmed flush with the inside contour of the tackstrip and securely fastened to the subfloor with staples or non-flammable cushion adhesive at the seams and around the perimeter of each room. With the exception of fiber cushions, seams should also be secured with appropriate cushion tape.

Carpet seam edge preparation
All edges that are to be used for seams must be properly prepared in strict conformance with carpet manufacturer’s recommendations.

Trimming 
Seam edges shall be trimmed using tools and techniques best suited for the carpet. Trim edges far enough into the material to maintain the structural integrity of the carpet and to join edges without gaps or overlaps.

Although “row-cutting” both edges is preferred, other trimming methods may be more suitable with some carpets. Many carpets do not lend themselves to all methods of cutting. Contact carpet manufacturers for specific recommendations.

Sealing edges 
Prior to seaming together, both trimmed edges of pieces to be joined must be sealed with an appropriate adhesive. Latex seam sealer or thermoplastic are acceptable. The seam adhesive must be applied in a manner that encapsulates both the primary and secondary backings.

Seaming 

The use of 6” hot melt seaming tape is recommended. Always have a firm foundation upon which to build your seam. Seam boards are very helpful. Do not under any circumstance build your seam directly on concrete. The cool concrete may suck the heat out of your tape before you have a chance to build the seam. Allow sufficient cooling time before stretching. Cool to the touch is best.

Proper seam characteristics 
With any method, a properly constructed seam:

• Has cleanly trimmed edges properly secured with seam sealer.

• Has tightly abutted edges without gaps or overlaps.

• Maintains reasonable pattern match where applicable.

• Will not be invisible.
Power stretching 
Carpet must be properly power stretched and firmly hooked onto the tackstrip. The use of a power stretcher is mandatory. Devices used as a substitute for, or an attachment to, a power stretcher may cause injury, damage carpet or subfloors, or result in an inadequate amount of stretch and are not acceptable.

Note: For patterned carpet, care must be exercised to ensure pattern alignment along walls. The use of a power stretcher, stay-nails, and a “dead man” may be necessary to achieve proper pattern match at seams and alignment along walls.

Amount of stretch
Due to the flexibly of the EnviroCel carpet backing, the recommendations for the amount of stretch to be applied should be 1% in both length and width.
Note: Slightly less stretch applied in the width as compared to carpet length stretch will usually lessen seam-peaking tendencies.

CAUTION: Wrinkling and buckling are most often caused by the failure to adequately stretch the carpet using a power stretcher, the use of an inappropriate cushion, adverse temperature and humidity conditions, or inadequate conditioning time.

Failure to power stretch a carpet may result in:

􀂃 Wrinkling and buckling over time

􀂃 Localized damage to the carpet

􀂃 Delamination

Note: The fleecy texture virtually eliminates scuffing and scratching on your walls and baseboards during installation. And its unique flexibility reduces the risk of damaging other interior finishes.
Site Conditions for Direct Glue and Double-Stick
Maintain the temperature of the installation site, carpet, and adhesive between a minimum temperature of 65° F and a maximum temperature of 95° F for 24 hours before installation. Do not begin the installation if the room or subfloor temperature is below 65° F. The adhesive will not function properly when applied over an extremely cold surface. Relative humidity should not exceed 65%. Maintain these conditions for 24 hours prior to, during and 24 hours after installation. Test the concrete for alkalinity prior to beginning the installation. Check the concrete for surface pH at several locations. A reading below 5.0 or above 9.0 requires corrective measures. Check the concrete for moisture at several locations using anhydrous calcium chloride test kits. The moisture transmission rate must not exceed 5.0 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. per 24 hours. Do not begin the installation if an unacceptable moisture level is detected. Do not use other methods of moisture testing as they are not reliable. If excessive moisture is present, the general contractor or building owner must be advised and a decision made if the installation is to begin. UTT will not be responsible for any moisture related installation failures if these guidelines are not strictly followed.

Adhesives for Direct Glue and Double-Stick

A premium multi-purpose adhesive is required for all direct glue and double-stick installations
Transition molding 
Where carpet meets other floor coverings, the edges must be adequately protected with an appropriate transition molding.

Sealing 
Edges placed into transitional moldings may require sealing to prevent raveling.
Residential carpet products with EnviroCel* polyurethane backings are produced by Universal Textile Technologies (UTT). Individual carpet manufacturers may require additional procedures. Failure to obtain and comply with other specific installation requirements may void important warranties extended by the carpet manufacturer. For assistance, contact UTT or your carpet manufacturer.  

For addition information, refer to CRI Carpet Installation Standard at www.carpet-rug.org or www.southwindcarpet.com
Consumer is responsible for determining whether products and the information in this document are appropriate for Customer’s use and for ensuring that Customer’s workplace and disposal practices are in compliance with applicable laws and other governmental enactments.
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